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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LISBON 03147 211457Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ONY-OO EURE-00 SSO-OO /013W 

211458Z 045137/50 

O R 21 1257Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1032 
INFO USNMR SHAPE 

CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 3 147 

EUR/WE FOR AMBASSADOR CARLUCCI ONLY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILL PO 
SUB J : TANKS AND APC'S 

1 . APC'S: WE UNDERSTAND FROM SHAPE THAT EARLY DELIVERY 
POSSIBILITY ON APC'S IS BEGINNING TO FADE. YOUR INTERVENTION 
WITH ARMY COULD BE HELPFUL. WE BELIEVE DELIVERY SOONEST OF 

AT LEAST ONE COMPANY OF Ml 13A1'S FOLLOWED BY REGULAR DELIVERY 
THEREAFTER OF FULL COMPLEMENT IS IMPORTANT POLITICAL-MILITARY 
OBJECTIVE. 

2. TANKS: SHAPE UNDERSTANDS GERMANS PROBABLY PREPARED TO BUY 
M48A5'S FROM US, BUT ARE BOGGLING AT LENGTHY LEAD TIME QUOTED 
BY ARMY. ONCE AGAIN, SHAPE BELIEVES YOUR INTERVENTION COULD 
BE HELPFUL IN UNDERLINING TO ARMY THE URGENCY OF RESOLVING THE 
TANK ISSUE. 
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